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Gull Lake meeting 1973. From left to right: R. Larson, R.L. Vannote, T. Bott, 
R. Wetzel, G.W. Minshall, K.W. Cummins, M. Klug, J.R. Sidell, C.E. Cushing 
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Career Pathway Intersections 


• Excellent professors 

• Unique research opportunities 

• Colleagues dedicated to team research 

• Interaction with very special scientists 

G. Evelyn Hutchinson 
Herbert H. Ross 
Luna B. Leopold 
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University of Maine 

Dr. W. Harry Everhart 
Professor of Zoology 

Chief: State of Maine Department of Inland Fisheries and Wildlife 

and the 

Atlantic Sea Run Salmon Commission 

• Enthusiastic professor and advisor 

• Special problems assignment: (Saul Saila, L & O, 1956, Vol I ) 

• Summer Employment: Atlantic Sea Run Salmon Commission 


Michigan State University 
Dr. Robert C. Ball 

Energy flow and nutrient cycling in open systems 

Red Cedar River Program 

• Phosphorous input and transport budget (M S. Thesis) 

• Energy flow: producers - crayfish - smallmouth bass ( Ph.D. Dissertation) 


Tennessee Valley Authority 

• Large River-Reservoir System 

• Hydraulics of the system 

• Herb Ross “Winter stonefly club” 


The Stroud Center 


• 1966 Establish a new stream ecology laboratory 

• Focus on team-based long term research 

• Colleagues 

Tom Bott 
Rick Larson 
Ruth Patrick 

• White Clay Creek Studies: Rockefeller Foundation 

• Frequent interaction with outside scientists: 

G.E. Hutchinson, L.B. Leopold and H.H. Ross 
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Channelization Studies 

Opportunity for a broad geographic perspective 

Impact of channelization on: 

• 40 “ stream / river systems” 

• Fluvial processes and biotic responses 

• Drainage of adjoining wetlands 

• Disconnect with forest ecosystems 

• Stream communities in fragmented patches 


The Beginning of a Team 


Autumn 1973: 

Winter 1973: 
Spring 1974: 


Gathering of Aquatic Scientists at the Stroud Center 
“What is next after IBP” Jim Sidell 
Meeting at Kellogg Biological Station 
Follow up meeting at the Stroud Center 


The Idea 


The concept of the River Continuum was presented to the 
participants of the Stroud Center workshop in the spring of 1974. The 
data, as outlined in six handouts, are shown in the following slides. 
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Stream Reach Processes : Allochthonous and autochthonous input, trophic 
level transfer, and downstream transport 




What Next ?? 

The group embraced the River Continuum Concept 
More meetings: Michigan, Oregon and Idaho 
A large collaborative study was designed 
An NSF proposal was submitted 
A manuscript describing the model was written 


Publication: Trials and Tribulations 

Submitted to BioScience in 1978 

Rejected Reviewer’s comments: “capricious and unpredictable” 

Revised: Major contributions by Wayne, Ken, Jim and Bert 

Submitted to The America Naturalist in 1979 
Rejected without outside review. 

Editor s comment. The American Naturalist welcomes manuscripts 
that attempt new theoretical syntheses, especially in combination 
with new empirical information of broad significance” 

Assistant editor s reply: “I do not feel this paper poses a hypothesis 
that can be tested” and “specific hypothesis must be suggested for 
streams. For now, it just seems too diffuse.” 


Persistence Pays Off 

Manuscript submitted to the Canadian Journal of Fisheries and Aquatic 
Sciences in 1980 

Accepted. 

The paper, now has over 1800 citations, 

The publication became a “Citation Classic” in within nine years 


Let the Studies Begin 

The RCC project was funded by NSF. 

The Cross Biome Comparisons and Joint Salmon River Studies 
resulted in 33 publications. 

Group members have continued to collaborate on additional projects 


The River Continuum Concept -- Senior Authors ond Pis 



The authors of the River Continuum Concept express their sincere thanks 
to the American Society of Limnology and Oceanography 

and the individuals who nominated our paper to receive the 2007 John Martin Award 
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Vincent H. Resh, 1 1:25 AM 6/3/2007, Re: RCC archive (fwd) 


Page 1 of 1 


X-Sieve: CMU Sieve 2.3 

Date: Sun, 3 Jun 2007 11:25:53 -0700 (PDT) 

From: "Vincent H. Resh" <vresh@nature.berkeley.edu> 

To: Cheryl Haigh Resh <cherylresh@calmail.berkeley.edu> 
Subject: Re: RCC archive (fwd) 

X- Virus-Scanned: Maia Mailguard 1.0.2 

Can you please print these out for me? 

Love ya 
V 


Forwarded message 

Date: Mon, 28 May 2007 12:57:55 -0400 
From: Robin Vannote <rlvann34@msn.com> 

To: Vincent FI. Resh <vresh@nature.berkeley.edu> 

Subject: Re: RCC archive 

Dear Vince, 

I certainly owe you a great deal of thanks for suggesting to the ASLO awards committee our 
river continuum paper for the Martin Award. I greatly enjoyed presenting the paper at ASLO's 
Santa Fe meeting in February. It was enthusiastically received, getting a loud round of 
applause about midway through and at the end. I gave the presentation from two pages of 
hand written notes and injected humor along the way to keep it a little light. Jerry and I 
attended quite a few of the sessions and really enjoyed the week. 

Again, Thanks! 

I am attaching both the manuscript submitted to ASLO and copy of the power point slides 
used to support the talk. Let me know if they come over to you okay. 

Best wishes, Robin 
Original Message 

From: Vincent H. Resh< mailt o :vresh@nature.berkeley.edu > 

To: rlvann34@msn.com< mailto:rlvann34@msn.com > 

Sent: Monday, May 21, 2007 5:18 PM 
Subject: RCC archive 


Dear Robin 

I hope that this message finds you well. 

In trying to keep all the RCC material together based on the interviews we held 
out here, would you have a copy of the talk you gave at ASLO in February that 
I could add to these materials? 

Thanks. 

Vince 
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Printed for Cheryl Resh <chaigh@calmail.berkeley.edu> 


6/4/2007 


